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In the classroom
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strategies are introduced which train the
student in left-to-right eye movement in
reading and help them to recognise letter
groups as words.

For the Spell-Reading procedure, a piece of
paper is used to cover everything below the
line the person is reading, and a second
piece of paper is used to cover the right
section of the line being read. The paper
should be moved along revealing one letter at
a time with the person saying the name of
each of the letters until the end of the word
is reached. The reader says the word if they
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know it, or you say the word and they repeat
it. Once they can identify all the words after
spelling them out, you move on to Sweep-
Sweep-Spell. This involves revealing one word
at a time and encourages the person to
sweep their eyes over the word from left to
right and then say the word.

Once these methods have been introduced
the ‘Picture at Punctuation’ process to
reading can be used. This builds on the
visualisation strengths the dyslexic reader
already possesses. The person needs to read
up to the first punctuation mark and then say
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what they can see and feel. You need to make
sure that the pictures are accurate and no
other detail is added. | remember someone
reading and becoming disorientated on the
sentence ‘the sea was as smooth as glass’. It
was important she recognised exactly what
had disorientated her so that she could then
re-orientate herself before continuing to read.
The problem was that her mental image of
the sea was not ‘smooth as glass’ but had
large waves! Her image was so strong that
she found it difficult to change the image,
getting very angry and refusing to accept the
author’s description!

| find these methods invaluable, working
with everyone from beginner readers who
have phonological problems to university
students with their long weekly reading lists!

Clay can be used to model a whole range
of concepts that dyslexic people struggle
with. These can include the concepts of self,
change, responsibility, consequence, time and
order and disorder. | have a large box of clay
by my side and as soon as a student looks
puzzled or ‘has a block’ we model it with
the clay.

What | find exciting about Davis’s methods
is the way people can start to control their
dyslexia, changing it from a disability to a
gift. For the first time they become
independent learners using their dyslexic
talents when appropriate and switching them
off when they need to be focused or
orientated. They start to recognise the triggers
that make them move from being orientated
to being disorientated. Along with this they
develop the confidence that control brings.
| have also noticed that dyslexic people are
then able to explore more deeply their
creative side as they have discovered a way
to come back to being orientated.

There are still children and adults going
through life missing out because they are
trying to learn in a disorientated state. They
see and hear things that they want to hear
and see rather than what is actually said or
what is actually written. They ‘blank’ through
confusion, panic and day-dreaming to
alleviate boredom. In other words, these
people have a disability which could be
recognised as a gift.

Lynne Smith is a Dyslexia Consultant and
Davis Dyslexia Correction Facilitator working
in Brighton. For more information on the
Davis techniques visit www.dyslexia.com or
read The Gift of Dyslexia or The Gift of
Learning by Ron Davis.
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